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2016 will mark another land-mark for the Wells Gray
Community Forest Corporation (WGCFC). At the end of
December, we will have completed our second 5 year cut
control period and current harvesting plans are well on track to
meeting this important goal.
Our community forest continues to strive to achieve the best
utilization and profit from our local forest resources. Harvesting
and forest management are primarily completed by local
individuals and contractors, doing an exceptional job with a high
degree of competence, compliance and safety.
Timber harvested from the community forest land base has
gone to a number of processors including Canfor – Vavenby,
Interfor – Adams Lake, Gilbert Smith Forest Products – Barriere,
Woodco Mill Yard – Barriere, Wadlegger Specialty Forest
Products – Clearwater and Colborne Lumber – Clearwater.
The spring 2016 planting program is now complete with over
200,000 seedlings of mixed commercial species planted in
recently harvested blocks. Post harvest and planting surveys are
ongoing to determine seedling survival, growth and brush
competition issues.
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With the end of the volunteer term for a number of Society
Board Directors in 2015, there are some new faces on the board
along with director position changes
After many years at the helm, Dave Meehan has taken a well
deserved break. Joel Steinberg has assumed the role as
president, with Brent Buck as vice.
Lorne Wright has stepped down as secretary/treasurer, replaced
by Paul Streadwick. New directors to the group include Ron
Hadley, Tim Panko and Wayne Sim.
Seppi Wadlegger is currently the communication representative,
between the Community Forest Board of Directors and the
Society.
New members to the board bring various backgrounds relating
to the forest industry and public interaction including : timber
harvesting, stand management, log processing and
environmental management.
From a personal perspective, I feel it is a unique opportunity to
volunteer and play an active role on the Community Forest
Board, an established and well organized group with the
primary focus of generating funds for worthwhile community
initiatives while practicing careful management of our forest
resources.

Walking the talk with community watershed management
By wes Bieber, rpf
In 2010, the Wells Gray Community Forest Corp. was facing a challenge with a significant amount of dead lodgepole pine
located in the Russell, Hascheak and McDougal (RHM) Community Watershed. How could salvage operations be completed
without impact to the quality and quantity of drinking water for the District of Clearwater? Qualified professionals were hired
to study the community watershed and develop strategies for protecting the water resource (Watershed Risk Analysis and
Forest Development Suitability Report for Russell, Hascheak and McDougal Creeks, 2010).
Five years later, the Wells Gray Community Forest Corp. had completed lodgepole pine salvage operations and decided to
reassess the RHM Community Watershed to:
 provide an update on watershed condition,
 determine that operations were conducted consistent with recommendations made in the 2010 Assessment, and
 provide recommendations on if continued operations would be appropriate and if so, how these should occur.
This reassessment is now complete and to follow is a brief summary of the results:
 operations have been largely consistent with recommendations provided in the 2010 MJ Milne report,
 retention in riparian areas has been appropriate and effective in maintaining channel stability,
 roads were constructed and maintained to a high standard with only 2 exceptions: the first being a short section
that is generating some sediment to a low lying area that was not connected to any stream, and the second was a
high risk road identified in 2010 that had deteriorated in the last 5 years to present a higher risk of landslide. Upon
advising the WGCFC in the fall of 2015, action was taken to permanently deactivate this high risk road.
 new hydrologic recovery research (MOFLNRO Extension Note #116) has resulted in lowering the rate of harvest in
the upper portions of Russell and McDougal Creeks. In 2010, a rate of 1%/annum was thought to be sustainable, but
with this new research the rate has been lowered to 0.5%/annum. This new rate of harvest is recommended to be
applied immediately for McDougal and is recommended to start in the decade of 2020 for
Russell Creek.
It is critical for the Wells Gray Community Forest Corp to ensure water resources in the RHM Community
Forest are sustainable and to do this the Corporation not only has to engage with professionals to provide
advice but needs to “walk the talk”; conduct operations consistent with advice. For information related
to hydrologic recovery or the RHM Community Watershed Re-assessment,
please contact the WG Community Forest Manager.

Wells Gray 2010 Society news
Grant dollars at work in your community!
$275,021 total in 2015
What is the wells gray 2010 society?
The Wells Gray Community Forest (2010) Society works in
unison with the Wells Gray Community Forest Corporation to
provide benefits to the broader community.
The Society's function is to hold the shares of the Wells Gray
Community Forest Corporation (which manages the forest
and harvests the License); provide fiduciary oversight of the
Corporation; and distribute the dividends generated by forest
harvesting to community organizations within Wells Gray
Country (TNRD Electoral Area 'A') and the District of
Clearwater, for community projects.

Highlights from 2015
Bi-annual Grants/Loans
In 2015, twenty-six grants were approved ranging in value
from $200 to $100,000 (loan) for supporting a wide spectrum
of community projects and programs. This included providing
funding for sports uniforms; fireworks; community event
tents and equipment; preparation for a community trail;
upgrading trails; purchasing school industrial program
equipment; acquiring gymnastics equipment; and providing a
loan to assist in the installation of the Dutch Lake Community
Centre Biomass heating system, for a total value of $275,021.
Governance Development
Also within the last year, the Society engaged a consultant
(Susan Mulkey, BC Community Forest Association) to bolster
the Society's governance structure (including drafting a
Management Agreement between the Society and the
Corporation), which will serve the community forest well in
coming years.

New! Legacy grants
Silviculture Strategy
By George Brcko, General Manager; WGCFC
Community forest tenure holders have the opportunity to apply for landbase investment funding which is available from
provincial government on an annual basis. The application and scheduling of these funds must carefully consider a number of
factors. The Wells Gray CF is currently completing a Silviculture Strategy for the CF landbase. The factors to consider are
multiple landbase objectives and values such as forest health management, visual management of scenic corridors, wildlife
habitat management, wildfire risk to community and assessing hydrological impacts within community watersheds.
This strategy utilizes a Forest Modeling program which considers all landbase objectives, harvest scheduling and the impacts of
silviculture treatments over periods of time. The model will schedule the best places to apply future silviculture investments
and harvest activities. To date, the project has identified potential fertilization projects, areas with low conifer stocking and
high brush levels, areas which require fire proofing around the community and many potential harvest locations.
This project will streamline funding applications and provide shelf ready projects. The WGCFC will also consider a Silviculture
investment schedule of its own if deemed fiscally responsible. This project also has the potential to provide local employment if
funding applications and sources are successful.

In addition to the bi-annual granting program,
which will continue, the Society has developed a
“Major Grant Funding Envelope” to distribute up to
$1,000,000 for large projects, and will be accepting
grant requests for up to $300,000 per application
for projects that will provide a significant benefit to
the economic growth and enhancement of our
community and area. The Society has called for
“Letters of Intent” to be submitted by July 29th,
2016 for projects meeting these requirements. The
“Letter of Intent” template is available online at
http://wgcfc.ca/wp/society-grants/.

Evergreen Acres Senior Citizens
Housing Society - Gazebo :$11,100 grant

Evergreen Acres Senior Citizens Society is a 30 unit, 55+
independent living complex located in Clearwater. They have
both bachelor and 1-bedroom suites with rent geared to
seniors with limited incomes. One of the goals of the Senior
Citizens Society is to create a pleasant environment for all
residents, but especially for seniors with limited mobility.
With this in mind, the Seniors Society applied for a
community forest grant to construct a gazebo on the grounds
with easy access via wide concrete sidewalks. Linda Selbee,
Finance Chair for the Senior Citizens Society, indicates that
the gazebo project has been a wonderful addition to the
complex, providing a central meeting place, and the wide
sidewalks have also been a hit, giving enhanced access to the
main building from Ed Buck Manor.

District of Clearwater - Biomass Plant

$100,000 interest-free loan
The District of Clearwater, in
partnership with Yellowhead
Community Services, renovated
the old Dutch Lake Elementary
School in 2014/15 and converted
it to a community centre. As
part of the renovation, it was
decided to take advantage of
grants from the Provincial
Government
(WoodWaste2
Rural Heat project) and the
Southern Interior Beetle Action
Coalition, plus Federal Gas Tax funds, in conjunction with a
$100,000 interest-free loan from the Wells Gray Community
Forest, to convert the antiquated propane heating system to a
chip-fueled biomass heating system (150kW). The installation
of the plant is expected to provide fuel savings of 25% or more
compared to the old heating system. In addition to saving
money, the woodchip fuel supply is now renewable and
accessed locally from Canfor in nearby Vavenby.

